Pathologic evaluation of malignant pleural mesothelioma.
Pathologists play an important role in the surgical management of diffuse malignant pleural mesothelioma, which relies heavily on accurate diagnosis and staging. The pathologist provides crucial input to the determination of many prognostic factors including histologic subtype, extent of local disease progression, resection margins, and nodal status. They consult with the clinical care team at multiple points along the treatment spectrum, preoperatively, intraoperatively, and postoperatively. Finally, they are increasingly called on to guide selection of chemotherapy and measure treatment response.